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| 1. Opening remarks and introduction |

M. EBNER, President-Coordinator of the Intergroup, opens the meeting and welcomes all
MEPs present, as well as invited speakers, experts and guests. He reads the list of
apologised guests and he transmits the greetings from Lady SCOTT-HOPKINS, the
widow of the late co-founder and former President of the Intergroup, Sir James SCOTT-
HOPKINS.

2. The20™ anniversary
|

|. FRIEDRICH, Vice-president of the EP and himself one of the founding Members of the
Intergroup, transmits a congratulation message from the E.P. President, J. BORRELL,
which states that the extraordinary work of the Intergroup benefits all EU citizens. I.
FRIEDRICH underlines that the “Hunting” Intergroup is one of the most important, best
known and most active in the EP, promoting sustainable use and management, as well as
the socio-economic significance of hunting in the E.U. It is precisely because nature
conservation plays such amgjor role for the European hunters that they have done aready
so much for the protection of the countryside.

M. EBNER presents the history and background of the Intergroup, thanking all persons
and bodies having contributed to its success and its message of “biodiversity through wise
use’. He hopes that the Intergroup will continue its activities in a constructive spirit of
dialogue with all sectors and stakeholders. M. EBNER expresses his gratitude to all
founders of the Intergroup, members, FACE and representatives of other institutions and
associations for the extremely good and constructive collaboration during the last 20
years.

In his intervention, Commissioner DIMAS strongly endorses the objectives of the
Intergroup, underling the role of sustainable hunting for the conservation of biodiversity,
also inside the NATURA 2000 network. He stresses the importance of the successful
Sustainable Hunting Initiative, launched by the Commission to improve dialogue and
understanding between hunters and other conservationists, which resulted in 2004 in the
signing by FACE and BirdLife International of the Agreement on the “Birds’ Directive.
He further refers to a new project, financed by D.G.ENV, under which “hunting
ambassadors’ will raise awareness for NATURA 2000 and hunting, as well as to a
European conference scheduled for next spring on hunting bag statistics in the E.U. His
final statement that “sustainable hunting is part of the solution and not part of the
problem” finds wide approval among all participants.

FACE President G. de TURCKHEIM points out that European hunters have aways been
represented in the EP and he thanks MEPs for the very good co-operation and their trust,
which has been clearly strengthened by A. ZARGES initiative of founding this
Intergroup, 20 years ago. This Intergroup has become a platform for representatives of all
political groups who have a heart for nature as a habitat for man and animal — aso when
many of these MEPs are no hunters or fishers themselves. He particularly thanks M.
EBNER for his commitment to preserve hunting. As a token for remembrance of this
special day, he presents a dlver pin, produced by FACE, first to M. EBNER and
afterwards to all Intergroup members.



P. LEBERSORGER, S.G. of the Austrian Hunters' Federation, introduces M. EBNER’s
new book Sustainable Hunting, outlining the 20 years of activities of the Intergroup
(available in German, but soon aso in Italian and English).

| 3. Adoption of the Draft Resolution at the occasion of the 20" anniversary |

During the meeting, the Intergroup Members unanimously adopt a Resolution advocating
a proper distinction of competences between the EU and its Member States in hunting
matters (see text attached).

| 4. Digtinction of FACE President G. de TURCKHEIM |

M. EBNER gives the floor to Italian Consul Genera S. MALLIMACI, who, on behalf of
the Italian Republic, thanks G. de TURCKHEIM for his great commitment in the
protection of environment and nature conservation, as well as for hunting in Europe,
particularly in Italy and France. Therefore, he decorates him with the “Star of the Order of
Solidarity*”.

G. de TURCKHEIM expresses his gratitude and believes that he has obtained this award
thanks to the support and assistance of his colleagues. Only in a strong team can such
success be achieved.

| 5. Any other business |

No issues are raised under this agenda item.

| 6. Next meeting |

The next meeting is scheduled for 14" December (15.30 — 16.30h, Room SDM S 3).

Manud ESPARRAGO
Max von STEYNITZ



RESOLUTION

On the occasion of the 20" anniversary of the Intergroup “Sustainable Hunting,
Biodiversity and Countryside Activities’, Members of the European Parliament,
member of this Intergroup, emphasise the need for a strategic network of all
sustainable users of nature in Europe. Wise and sustainable use of wildlife and its
habitats by hunting is an essentia feature of the proper management of the
countryside. This should therefore be taken into account in all relevant policy areas of
the EU and its Member States.

Members of the Intergroup therefore support the establishment of similar
Parliamentary groups in the Parliaments of each of the EU Member States. This is
especially important as under the subsidiarity principle the EU has limited
competence to regulate hunting and so therefore this field remains mainly at Member
State levdl.

There are more than 7 million hunters in the EU. Their contribution to nature
conservation and biodiversity is significant. Their management of over 3 million
sguare kilometers also represents a highly considerable social and economic benefit.

These factors need to be communicated widely. The Intergroup “Sustainable Hunting,
Biodiversity and Countryside Activities” will make this communication its immediate
priority for the future.

Strasbourg, 16" November 2005



